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 President’s Message                  Susan Hirate  

 

 

         Coveted by all,  

   turning into such beauty— 

         the falling red leaves 

 

                   Shiko (1664—1731) 

Autumn—A  Time to Give Thanks 
 

At last, the mornings are getting cooler and the days are getting shorter.        
Everywhere you turn there are signs that Halloween and Thanksgiving are just 
around the corner.  And Christmas is not that far away either.  I’m keeping my 
fingers crossed that we will be able to celebrate this year’s holiday season with 
friends and family, pre-COVID style, and make up for all that we’ve missed 
these past 18+ months.   
 

There are many people that I need to acknowledge for their support during 
this very unusual presidency, but today I would like to express my thanks to 
our two newsletter editors—Linda Tanaka and Barbara Tinius.  They have 
steadily kept us connected, and always manage to produce a timely and            
welcoming newsletter.  Every even-numbered month, I look forward to             
receiving my e-copy.  We are extremely fortunate to have members like Linda 
and Barb who generously share their time and talent with us.  
 

Many of you have contributed photos of your arrangements to our                   
newsletters, and I thank you for your willingness to share them.  Our photo 
gallery of ikebana arrangements has been a way to inspire each other at a time 
when many in-person classes have been put on hold. 
 

By the way, do you feel like the photos you take of your arrangements could 
be improved?  I often end up taking multiple photos of the same arrangement 
because there is something wrong with the background, the lighting, the          
angle, or something else.  The NCAR website provides excellent suggestions on 
how to take good ikebana photos.   
Here is the link:  https://ikebanancar.org/ikebana-photography/ 
Please check it out! 
 

2021-22 Membership Directory 
 

By now I’m sure you have all received the new membership directory, put        
together by membership committee co-chairs Carol Murakami and Gail               
Atwater.  Carol's eye for detail and Gail's technical skills, including her stunning 
cover photo, have resulted in a beautiful and carefully updated booklet.  I 
would like to express my appreciation to them for the many hours of hard 
work that went into this major annual task.  In fact, they have kept us up to 
date for the past four years!  Mahalo!                                                     (continued) 

https://ikebanancar.org/ikebana-photography/


2 

IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL HONOLULU CHAPTER 56  

 August ~Arranging Flowers Using Oasis Workshop    May Lau 

 
New Video Series in the Works! 
 

Many of us were inspired by the series of videos that were produced by NCAR and shown here from September 
2020–June 2021.  There are currently at least five new videos being produced by NCAR.  Please look for                                       
announcements in future newsletters and on our website as well as via email regarding specific dates and times.  
Here are the tentative titles: 
 Teaching Ikebana to Children 
 Saga Goryu Demonstration 
 Creating and Installing a Large (Exhibit) Arrangement 
 Using Dahlias in Mexican Containers 
 Ikebana as Industry (Lecture) 
 

Fall colors are popping up here and there, including in the floral section of local supermarkets.  Perhaps I will see 
you there soon!    In the meantime, please continue to stay safe. 
 
In Friendship through Flowers, 

Susan 

 

On Sunday, August 22, 2021 we held our first in-person workshop since the               
pandemic began.  Because of the current Delta strain we had to make changes      
to the meeting.  We had planned a hands-on arrangement using oasis to share         
with someone to give away and brighten their day.  With the increasing Covid    
case numbers our guest demonstrator declined so our own committee member, 
Gwen Nagata took over with the class.  The focus was still the same, “Brighten 
someone’s day with an arrangement in a disposable container”. 

 
She taught the participants how to utilize        
a pre-bundled bunch of flowers from a             
market to create an asymmetrical spring    
floral arrangement, and how to wire the        
roses from the bouquet.  Her expertise led 
the class into creating their own beautiful                 
arrangements and brought much joy and      
happiness to the attendees.  Besides               
creating the arrangements, the human           
interaction shared was most memorable    
and enjoyed by the attendees. 
 
Gwen did not requisition for an honorarium                                                                           
or venue costs and the expenses did not exceed revenues collected.  We 
stayed under budget and didn’t incur any additional expenses.    

 

By Bernie Cunningham 

By Gwen Nagata 
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 September ~ Let’s Get Together Luncheon              Gwen Nagata 

       

     The December Newsletter editor is Linda Tanaka (dtanaka001@hawaii.rr.com).                 
     Kindly submit your articles and photos of ikebana arrangements by the end of       
     November.   

Doneyn Oyama & Viva Inouye 
create note cards 

Doneyn Oyama, Viva Inouye, 
Selma Pang, May Lau & Gwen Nagata 

 Next Newsletter  

We celebrated autumn and the harvest moon on Sunday, September 19th at Oahu Country Club.  We had five 
attendees:  Selma Pang, Doneyn Oyama, Viva Inouye, May Lau and Gwen Nagata.  It was a perfect opportunity to 
reconnect with old friends.  We did a note card making project that was created and organized by May Lau.  We 
also sincerely thank her for the hand sanitizer favors and her refusal of any honorarium fee.  We enjoyed a             
delicious lunch that took three hours.  We look forward to our New Year’s lunch and hopefully, more attendance    
if our Covid numbers improve.      

 November ~ Paper Craft Workshop                           May Lau 

 
The Program Committee is happy to announce an in-person, hands-on paper crafting workshop.  This will be on 
Sunday, November 14, 2021 at Capitol Place; please see the flyer in this newsletter for a more detailed description 
of items created by you, time and location.  We will follow the current guidelines as mandated by state and city; as 
of this writing we are unsure of the maximum number of people gathering.  We plan to stay within or under the 
maximum numbers at all times and hope this will work for everyone’s safety.  We encourage all attendees to be 
fully vaccinated. 
 
Thank you for your understanding while we try to provide you with activities.  Refunds will be made up to the date 
of the workshop.     
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 Japanese Consulate Liaison                                  Shisho Kikuta                          
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Our P.O. Box is still in Manoa! 
  

The Manoa Contract Postal Unit was scheduled to close on September 29, 2021.  As a result, we              
had to find a new “home” for our correspondence and found one at the Moiliili Post Office.                
However, on September 22nd, we learned that the Manoa CPU will remain open.  Therefore, our      
mailing address will continue to be: 
  

 Honolulu Chapter 56 
 P. O. Box 61306 
 Honolulu, Hawaii  96839-1306 
  

Please continue to send all future correspondence to this address. 

 

Japan Wizard (15) 
 
World Heritage designated by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) is divided 
into three major categories:  Cultural, Natural, and Mixed.  Under the Cultural one there is an intangible cultural 
heritages (無形文化遺産) such as a practice, representation, expression, knowledge or skill.  
 

In 2013 Japanese food (Washoku 和食) was admitted to join this intangible cultural heritage; it was stated that 

“Washoku is a traditional dietary culture of Japanese, notably for the celebration of New Year.”   
 

Washoku is included in the current list of 22 items of Japanese intangible cultural heritages such as Nogaku theatre, 
Washi, Kabuki, Bunraku puppet theatre, Gagaku, Traditional Ainu dance etc. 
 

Question:  How many World Heritage sites have been registered by UNESCO in Japan as of 2019? 
A) 23 
B) 24 
C) 25 

The answer is A) 23.   Some of the well-known ones are Mt Fuji,       
Himeji Castle, Horyuji temple, Atomic Bomb Dome, Itsukushima 
Shrine, Nikko, Yakushima Island, Shirakawa-go and Gokayama 
etc. 
 

By the way, Italy and China are tied for having the most UNESCO 
world heritage sites, 58. 
 

Hawaii Volcanoes National Park (two active volcanoes, Kilauea 
and Mauna Loa) is a UNESCO World Heritage site too. 

Shirakawa-go Villages, Japan 
Traditional Villages with Thatched Roofs 
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 Ikebana Gallery  

Susan Hirate—Ohara 

Lorna Kawahara—Sogetsu 
Charmaine Yee-Hollison—Sogetsu 

Karen Kirk—Sogetsu 
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Paulette Stone—Sogetsu 
 

Arlene Horiuchi—Ohara 

Gale Kobayashi—Ikenobo 
Lucille Lew—Sogetsu 

 



Ikebana International Chapter 56 

P.O. Box 61306 

Honolulu, HI  96839-1306 

 

  
  

  
  

  
  
 
  

         
    
  
 

  

 

 

Viva Inouye—Toin Misho 

Jane Aquino—Ohara  

Amanda Cottis—Sogetsu 


