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he topiary workshop was a wonderful way to get into the Christmas spirit.  But the best part, for me, was 

delivering the topiaries to Shriners' Hospital, Kapiolani Hospital and Ronald McDonald House. I'm sure the 

other elves who delivered to the other facilities also felt the warm appreciation from the recipients; the 

elves were Betty Tanaka, Elaine Arita, Diana Salansky, and Bette Uyeda. Once again, Karen Kirk and her 

elves Charmaine Yee -Hollison and Grace Kam with our instructor Lucy Hiraoka did a fantastic job at the 

workshop. In fact they did such a great job with the October Lyon Arboretum Tour and Taisaku workshop, 

that even I enjoyed the experience. Earl Shimabukuro and Karen spent several days gathering stuff at 

Lyon Arboretum for our Taisaku; we even had a delicious bento and ice cold bottles of water which Char-

maine picked up as we were so hungry and hot after working so hard.  

 Coming up next year 2012 is our New Year's Luncheon where we will be in for a treat. When one of 

the Sakura magazines came out with an article about Japanese textiles, it piqued our interest in textiles.   

Sara Oka, Textiles Collection Manager at Honolulu Art Academy, will enlighten us even further about 

Japanese textiles from HAA's collection.  

 It seems we've waited a long time to attend the 10th World Convention in Tokyo in May, since it was 

postponed a year. It is almost time to get hyped up about going, to see all the arrangements in the ex-

hibit, to be awed by the headmasters doing their arrangements and to meet old and new friends from all 

over the world. Please let me know if you are going to the 10th World Convention as I will need to send 

you a notice about our meeting on Sunday, February 5, 2012 at 11 a.m. at Moiliili Community Center Room 

102. 

 There have been several major and minor changes occurring in I. I. in the last few months. The Sakura 

News and Chapter Highlights will no longer be sent to you via snail mail from headquarters. Our chapter 

notified NAR that we would like a pdf version to be sent to our chapter president or liason, and we in turn 

will send it to you electronically; those without emails will receive it with your newsletter via snail mail; you 

may also read a copy on the I. I. headquarters website.    

 Another change is that our books from our library are now housed at Liliha Library. You can go to 

your nearest neighborhood library and put a request in and your librarian will place the order and notify 

you when it has arrived at your library. We thought that this would be a more convenient means to get the 

books into your hands. Hope you find this an added benefit. The titles of the books and authors are listed in 

your Membership Directory.  

 I just recently signed a contract with the Mayor's Office of Culture and the Arts whereby we will re-

ceive a grant to present "Splendors of Ikebana" in March 2012 at Honolulu Hale. I hope many of you will let 

the exhibit committee know that you would like to be involved in creating an arrangement, being a host-

ess at the exhibit, and assisting the committee with set up and clean up.  

 My goals for our chapter are finally coming to fruition; I had several goals when I began being in-

volved with I. I. One was to get a website started, as a means to communicate with our members and the 

general public; thanks to Jane Aquino we have brought our website to the next level with her attractive 

designs and user friendly format.                   Continued on Page 6  
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Programs  

Karen Kirk, Grace Kam, Charmaine Yee -Hollison 

Holiday Community Service Project  

 Lucy Hiraoka instructed 25 participants on how to create a Christmas tree topiary using a 

cone shaped oasis.  Using Norfolk, Noble, Juniper and other greenery everyone worked to make a 

well shaped tree. Lucy taught the group how to form florist bows which were added to each tree. 

The Christmas topiaries which were donated to local hospitals or care facilities were adorned with 

artificial poinsettias as well as ornaments contributed by the group. White, green, burgundy carna-

tions complemented a topiary  which workshop members created for their home decor.  

 A special mahalo to I.I. members who worked very hard doing the prep work for this highly 

successful workshop. They are: Bette Uyeda, Earl Shimabukuro, Grace Kam, and Charmaine Yee -

Hollison. Bette also graciously agreed to store the 51 topiaries, the bags of  Norfolk, and painted 

Macadamia nut branches  until all was transported to Moiliili Community Center.  A special thank 

you to Susan Haraguchi -Louis, Charmaine's employee, who created the special gift tags that were 

attached to the donated topiaries.  

 

Photos of the Christmas Topiary Workshop  



 

 

 

 

Welcoming the Year of the Dragon  
 

 Honolulu Chapter 56 will be welcoming the year of the Dragon at its New Yearôs Luncheon buffet.  We will be fea-
turing Japanese textiles in our exhibit. 
 Sara Oka, our special guest speaker, has been the textile collections manager at the Honolulu Academy of Arts for 
the past 17 years.  Her visual presentation will feature a wide range of motifs and designs that capture the elegance and 
essence of Japanese esthetics depicted on garments, country textiles, religious robes, theater costumes and furnishings.  
Join us on a visual journey, discovering a world filled with delicately woven sprigs of flowers on summer gauze to lavish 
accents of brocaded gold plum blossoms to stunning repetitions of dramatically stylized irises, boldly colored lilies, legen-
dary lotuses, auspicious peonies, chrysanthemums of perfection and more. 
 

 Date :   Sunday, January 29, 2012  

 Place :    Waialae Country Club 

 Time:  10:00 am ï 2:00 pm  

 Schedule for the Day : 

  9 a.m.  Ikekomi 
  10 a.m.  Registration, Viewing of Arrangements, Ways and Means Sale 
  11 a.m.  Business Meeting 
  12 noon  Lunch 
  1:00 p.m. Presentation by Sara Oka   
  2 p.m.  Closing 

 
Luncheon Buffet Reservation Form  

 

Name______________________________________________  Phone No. ____________________ 
 
Guest's Name _______________________________________ 
 
Guest's Name ________________________________________ 
  
Guest's Name ________________________________________ 
 
Total Number for this Reservation   ___________  X $40 =  $_____________ 
 
Please send completed reservation form and fees (checks payable to Ikebana International Chapter 56)  
by January 14, 2012, to Charmaine Yee-Hollison, 94-805 Lelehu Pl., Waipahu, HI 96797. 
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Lyon Arboretum Tour and Taisaku  Workshop  

Sunday, October 16,2011  

  

 The goal for the nineteen participants of this workshop was to create Taisaku or large ikebana 

sculpture. The challenge of Taisaku is group input with many artistic minds and hands producing an 

acceptable product for all involved. Most who attended had never experienced such an en-

deavor, but that did not deter anyone. Participants were divided into three groups and were 

charged with coming up with sculpture that included branches, palm leaves, palm inflorescence, 

tree trunk cross sections called òcookies,ó and vines. Each group selected their materials which Earl 

Shimabukuro, Roger Tinius, and Scott Tottori expertly drilled and screwed together.  As of November 

19, only group three's predominately cookie sculpture remained for visitors to admire.  

 The added benefit of this workshop, in addition to not having to dismantle the ikebana instal-

lations, was a private tour of the arboretum. An exceptionally beautiful day deep in Manoa valley 

welcomed everyone. The gradually ascending hike to Inspiration Point was led by Mashuri Waite, 

Collections and Grounds Manager. Along the way, frequent stops were made to examine unique 

plant species including a giant palm, a soap tree, and false lotus. The tour descended to a hale sur-

rounded by a native Hawaiian garden.  

 Following the hike, the groups were assembled, and they examined the materials gathered 

by Mashuri's staff. The tour, the clear, trade wind day, and the magnificent setting gave each the 

impetus to create beautiful ikebana.  Afterward, everyone enjoyed a bento lunch as they admired 

the Taisakus.  

The last Taisaku standing as of Nov. 19, 2011. Photo Courtesy of Roger & Barbara Tinius.  

 



 

A Special Honor  

Submitted by Karen Kirk  

 

 No doubt many of us ikebana people have been asked to create arrangements within immi-

nent deadlines. Imagine being given 24 hours notice. Not only was the request without much notifi-

cation, but it was for the private jet of  the Prime Minister of Russia who was departing from the APEC 

conference held in Honolulu in early November.  

 Esther Sanborn was asked to create two ikebana arrangements for the Prime Minister's plane. 

She decided to use materials available in her yard and carefully considered the impact of a take -

off and a landing on the arrangements. Esther noted that she purchased two I.I. Ways and Means 

vases donated by Margaret Gilbert.  She used kenzans weighted down with river rocks in her mori-

bana style arrangements.  

 Soon afterward, Esther learned that the Prime Minister was pleased with her creative efforts.  

 Congratulations, Esther, on a job well done!  
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Esther Sanbornõs Ikebana arrangements prepared for the Prime Minister of Russiaõs private jet. 

Librarian  

Esther Sanborn  

Update  

 Liliha library now has all of our Ikebana books. They will be available at the library and on the 

web. Many of the books available are printed in our membership directory. Any question, please 

call Esther at 247 -7412. Thank you!  




